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Dear Fellow Texans:

On behalf of my fellow Board members, Kathleen Jackson and Peter Lake, and the dedicated men and
women of the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), it is my privilege to present to you the 2017
State Water Plan. This is the |0th plan created since the agency’s inception in 1957 and the fourth since
the current “bottom up” regional water planning approach began in 1997. Now, decades of water planning
experience and a renewed appreciation of the impacts of drought have resulted in the most comprehen-
sive state water plan ever created.

This state water plan was produced on the heels of the worst one-year drought in our recorded history,
in 2011. Over the course of one year, Texas transitioned from virtually drought free to exceptional state-
wide drought. The 2011 drought taught us entirely new lessons about how fast drought can strike and
how severe it can be. Simply put, 2011 provided a wake-up call for water providers across our state.

Fortunately, the five-year planning cycle allows our state water plan to adapt to and account for conditions
worse than the previous drought of record. In the 2017 plan, six of the 16 regional planning groups indi-
cated potential new droughts of record for their regions, resulting in reduced estimates of existing surface
water supplies. These weather assumptions, coupled with the fact that our state’s population continues to
boom, made this planning cycle the most challenging yet.

Our state's 16 regional water planning groups rose to the challenge. The 2017 State Water Plan includes
5,500 water management strategies—an increase from roughly 3,700 strategies listed in the previous plan—
whose diversification speaks to lessons learned from the drought. Conservation and reuse strategies increased
from 34 percent to 45 percent of total future water volume. Innovative water technologies such as desalina-
tion and aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) will also play a significant role in Texas” water supply future.

To assist entities with translating their water planning efforts into water projects, the TWDB remains
committed to providing low-cost financing options. For state water plan projects in particular, we are
proud to offer the recently created State Water Implementation Fund for Texas (SWIFT) program,
through which billions of dollars in financial assistance have already been committed.

The true measure of this plan’s success, however, is represented by the dedication and hard work of more
than 450 regional water planning group members who have volunteered countless hours to ensure Texas

will have the water it needs for decades to come. Additionally, the Board would like to extend our sincer-

est appreciation and thanks to TWDB staff, without whom the state water plan would not be possible. As
Board members we are truly privileged to represent an agency full of public servants dedicated to fulfilling
the mission of conserving and securing Texas water for future generations.

God Bless Texas,

Bech K. Bruun, Chairman
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